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Abstract 
 

The Stiances Archaeological Project is an ongoing community archaeology project 
organised by Archaeology South-East and supported by numerous sources involving 
pupils from Newick Church of England Primary School. This report provides the 
results of the sixth season of archaeological investigation during in June 2025 of a 
3.7ha field called Little Stiances, located at Sharpsbridge Lane, Newick, East 
Sussex.  
 
Geophysical and topographic surveys carried out in 2010 confirmed the location of a 
‘lost’ cottage known from cartographic sources and allowed the targeting of test-pits 
at that location in 2010, 2013, 2016, 2019 and 2022. Other target areas identified 
during those surveys, including house platforms and a sunken routeway, were 
investigated in 2013, 2016 and 2019. 
 
During the 2025 season, twenty c.1m by c.1m test-pits were manually excavated at 
the ‘Cottage Site’ produced a variety of finds reflecting the occupation of buildings in 
that part of the field, mostly dating from the 18th and 19th centuries, but with notable 
pottery assemblages dating from the 16th and 17th centuries. Finds ranged from 
components of the fabric and fittings of the building(s) to pottery, clay pipes, 
glassware and domestic items such as a penknife blade, beads and several buttons, 
as well as a George II half penny dated 1752, and items relating to childhood 
including a writing slate, slate pencil, a marble and a fragment of a bone china doll’s 
cup. A small assemblage of medieval pottery was also recovered, hinting at the 
presence of an earlier structure at the site of the cottage. 
 
The recovery of Mesolithic/Early Neolithic flintwork from the site also highlights the 
use of the general area by hunter/gatherers and continues to stretch the site 
chronology back into prehistory. 
 
 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

ii 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
 
 

 
1.0  Introduction 
 
2.0  Archaeological Background 
 
3.0  Archaeological Methodology 
 
4.0 Results  
  
5.0  Discussion 
 
6.0  Conclusions  
 
 
Acknowledgements 
Bibliography 
 
 

Appendix 1 - Finds Summary  
Appendix 2 - Post-Medieval Pottery Fabrics 
Appendix 3 - HER Summary  
Appendix 4 - OASIS Form 
 
 
 
 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

iii 

 

 
TABLES 
 
Table 1  Quantification of site paper archive 
Table 2  Quantification of artefact and environmental samples 
Table 3  Test-pit 101 finds 
Table 4  Test-pit 102 finds 
Table 5  Test-pit 103 finds 
Table 6  Test-pit 104 finds 
Table 7  Test-pit 105 finds 
Table 8  Test-pit 106 finds 
Table 9  Test-pit 107 finds 
Table 10  Test-pit 108 finds 
Table 11  Test-pit 109 finds 
Table 12  Test-pit 110 finds 
Table 13  Test-pit 111 finds 
Table 14  Test-pit 112 finds 
Table 15  Test-pit 113 finds 
Table 16 Test-pit 114 finds 
Table 17  Test-pit 115 finds 
Table 18  Test-pit 116 finds 
Table 19  Test-pit 117 finds 
Table 20  Test-pit 118 finds 
Table 21  Test-pit 119 finds 
Table 22  Test-pit 120 finds 
 
 
FIGURES 
  
Figure 1   Site location 
Figure 2 Overall site plan 
Figure 3 Detailed plan of test pits 
Figure 4 Site plan with topographical survey data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

1 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Background 
 
1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE) undertook a sixth season of a community 

archaeology project involving the pupils from Newick (C of E) Primary School, 
Newick, East Sussex in June 2025. As in previous years, the site was a field 
called Little Stiances, Sharpsbridge Lane, Newick, East Sussex (NGR 
543323 120001; Figure 1). 

 
1.2 Geology and Topography 
 
1.2.1 The 3.7ha field lies in open countryside to the south-east of the village of 

Newick, on the northern-western side of Sharpsbridge Lane, between 
Broomlye Farm and Coney Hall Cottages, to the east of Broomlye Wood. The 
field is currently given over to pasture and lies at heights varying between 
c.25mAOD and c.40mAOD. 

 
1.2.2 According to the latest data available from the British Geological Survey, the 

underlying bedrock is the mudstone of the Grinstead Clay Formation. There 
is no recorded superficial geology (BGS 2025). 

 
1.3 Background 
 
1.3.1 In 2009 permission was given by the landowner, Mr John Sclater for the 

investigation of the field using a variety of archaeological techniques. To this 
end a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was produced by ASE and was 
submitted to Greg Chuter, then Assistant County Archaeologist, East Sussex 
County Council (ESCC) for approval (ASE 2010a).  

 
1.3.2 The document listed the techniques to be used at the site, which included a 

geophysical survey, a full topographical survey and the manual excavation of 
a number of test-pits. The terms of the document were duly approved by 
ESCC. Subsequently these techniques were used in the field during a week-
long investigation in May 2010. 

 
1.3.3 The geophysical and topographic surveys confirmed the location of the 

below-ground remains of a cottage known from cartographic sources and 
allowed the targetting of test-pits at that location (ASE 2010b; Figures 2 and 
3). Finds from the test-pits included pottery dating from the 15th to the 19th 
centuries, large quantities of brick and tile from the cottage itself and an 
assortment of other artefacts, including a group of datable clay pipes and a 
scatter of prehistoric flintwork. Finds of particular interest to the children 
included a half penny of George III (dated 1770-5), a Victorian clay marble 
and a heavily corroded padlock. 

 
1.3.4 The topographical survey of the entire field revealed a range of earthworks 

including enclosures and trackways, and the possible location of other 
buildings in the form of house platforms apparently fronting onto a sunken 
way leading from the existing alignment of Sharpsbridge Lane towards the 
site of the cottage (ASE 2010b; Figure 4). 
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1.3.5 Following agreement for the implementation of a second, third and fourth 

season of investigations in the field by means of manually excavated test-
pits, a second, third, fourth and fifth WSI were produced by ASE and duly 
approved by ESCC (ASE 2013a; ASE 2016a; ASE 2018, ASE 2022). 

 
1.3.6 Work on the site in 2013, 2016 and 2019 was hampered by poor weather, but 

it proved possible to expand the area under investigation by test-pitting to 
include different earthworks highlighted in the 2010 topographic survey (ASE 
2013b; ASE 2017; ASE 2020). During the subsequent 2022 season test-
pitting was concentrated at the ‘cottage site’ (ASE 2023). 

 
1.3.7 The site of Stiances Cottage and the associated cottage garden continued to 

produce a range of finds reflecting the occupation of buildings in that part of 
the field, again dating from the 15th to the 19th centuries. Finds ranged from 
pottery, glass and clay pipes to the bricks and tiles from demolished 
building(s) to more ‘personal’ artefacts such as the remains of a knife, a fork 
and a number of decorated buttons. Some of the character of the interior of 
the building(s) was indicated by the survival of door fittings, and part of a 
decorative metal plate, probably from the cooking range.  

 
1.3.8 Investigation of a smaller potential house platform adjacent to a sunken lane 

(both identified during the topographical survey in 2010) in 2013 uncovered 
evidence of medieval activity represented by a small assemblage of 13th to 
15th century pottery. During the following season investigation of another 
apparent platform further to the south uncovered part of the brick floor of a 
post-medieval barn shown on historic maps (ASE 2010b, 2013b). 

 
1.3.9 Further test-pitting in 2016 targeted the sunken way itself and a bank to the 

east of the routeway, to the south of the pond, but results proved 
disappointing, with no datable evidence recovered (ASE 2017).  

 
1.3.10 Test-pits located to the west of the sunken routeway in 2019 showed a 

marked concentration of medieval pottery, strongly suggesting the presence 
of medieval occupation fronting onto the sunken way leading from the road 
towards the cottage site. A platform to the east of the route, presumed to be 
the site of a building, produced little material (ASE 2020). 

 
1.3.11  In 2019 and 2022 the ‘cottage site’ produced a variety of finds reflecting the 

occupation of buildings in that part of the field, mostly dating from the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Finds ranged from elements of the fabric and fittings of 
the building, to pottery, clay pipes, coins and domestic items such as buttons 
and beads (ASE 2020; ASE 2023). 

 
1.3.12 Recovery of a small assemblage of Mesolithic/Early Neolithic flintwork from 

across the site during all four previous seasons of work highlights the use of 
the general area by hunter-gatherers and stretches the site’s chronology back 
into prehistory (ASE 2010b, ASE 2013b; ASE 2017; ASE 2020: ASE 2023). 

 
1.3.13 Following agreement for the implementation of a sixth season of investigation 

in the field by means of further manually excavated test-pits, another WSI 
was produced by ASE and duly approved by ESCC (ASE 2025). 
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1.4 Aims and Objectives 
 
1.4.1 The primary and overriding aim of the project continues to be to provide an 

introduction to archaeology to the school children and to members of the local 
community. A number of site-specific aims were also listed in the WSI (ibid.)  

 

1. When was the earliest activity at the site? Is there further evidence of 

Mesolithic/Early Neolithic occupation? Is there any flintwork from later 

prehistory? 

 
2. Is there a coherent pattern to the surveyed earthworks in Little Stiances? If 

so, how can this be interpreted? i.e. do they relate to domestic activity? Or 

are some related to industrial activity/activities? 

 
3. Given the presence of a stream, and existing pond, could the 

activity/occupation be related to medieval and/or post-medieval ironworking? 

Given the absence of any evidence for iron smelting in previous seasons, is 

there evidence of blacksmithing in any part of the field? 

 

4. Can any or all of the Stiances earthworks away from the cottage be more 

closely dated? If the ‘house platform’ investigated in 2013 is medieval in 

origin, are some of the other platforms adjacent to the sunken way of similar 

date? Is there evidence of change/shift over time. 

 
5. Can the remains of the floor uncovered in 2016 be closely dated by further 

investigation? Is it the barn shown on the 18th century cartographic sources? 

Could there be evidence of other functions through time? 

  

6. Although it is known that the cottage at the site was occupied into the early 

20th century, when did occupation cease in the other areas? Are there any 

indications of reasons for the abandonment of the site? 

 
7. Is there any pattern to the disposal of waste from the cottage? Were there 

specific areas to the rear of the property assigned for the disposal of specific 

types of waste, e.g. for bottles or broken crockery?  

 
8. How does the Stiances assemblage compare to other recently published 

examples of middens from cottages of a similar age - can the relative 

status/wealth of the inhabitants be ascertained from their discarded refuse 

(cf. Licence 2015). Does the material culture recovered from the site reflect 

the apparent improved conditions of agricultural workers in mid-19th century 

Sussex (cf. Caffyn 1987, 155) 

 

9. How far can the Stiances assemblage redress the balance of the previously 

limited representation of the post-medieval period in the published 

archaeological record of the Weald? (cf. Crossley 1994, 1-3; Barber 2001, 

193) 
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1.5 Scope of Report 
 
1.5.1 The current report provides results of the manual excavation of test-pits at the 

site undertaken in June 2025. The project was delivered by a professional 
archaeological team comprised of Simon Stevens, Tom Simms, and Steve 
Patton (ASE), Gemma Ward (formerly ASE), Jonathan Stevens (volunteer 
supervisor) and the pupils, parents, teachers and helpers from Newick C of E 
Primary School. The fieldwork was managed by Darryl Palmer (Project 
Manager) and in post-excavation by Dan Swift (Post-Excavation Manager). 
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND  
 

2.1 The archaeological potential of the field was recognised by the Wealden Iron 
Research Group (WIRG) in the 1970s, and reference was made to it in a 
published work by Fred Tebbutt in the early 1980s, in which it was stated that 
the field contained, ‘at least four platforms, and a possible small, moated 
enclosure. Scatter of medieval pottery. Cottage survived until recently’ 
(Tebbutt 1981, 115).  

 
2.2 Local histories of the area published since have added little to the description 

(e.g. Lindsey 1983; Mayes 2002), and according to the landowner, there has 
been no archaeological fieldwork undertaken in the field or in the vicinity 
(John Sclater pers. comm.). The former estate manager also confirmed that 
metal detectorists had not been granted authorised access to the field prior to 
2010 (Paddy Cumberlege pers. comm.).  

 
2.3 Extensive cartographic and documentary research suggests that elements of 

the cottage to which Tebbutt referred were in existence by the time of the 
earliest known plan of the area, published in 1739. The cottage had been 
demolished by the time of 1910 Ordnance Survey map of the area, probably 
in 1902/3 (Turk 2009).  

 
2.4 Tebbutt’s notes on the site are held at the library of the Sussex 

Archaeological Society and include his field sketch of the earthworks, which 
include the cottage site, the three other ‘house platforms’ and other 
anomalies. All these earthworks (and others) survive in the field. 
Reconnaissance of the site shows possible earthworks on the opposite side 
of a local stream to the south, leading to the tentative interpretation that a 
pond may once have existed in the immediate vicinity of the site. 

 
2.5 Immediately to the west of Little Stiances, in Broomlye Woods there are a 

number of substantial pits, clearly evidence of extraction of some kind of 
material on an industrial scale, and they have apparently never been 
surveyed archaeologically (John Sclater pers. comm.). Their date and 
purpose remain a mystery, although local tradition suggests that they were 
for clay (marl) (Paddy Cumberlege pers. comm.).  

 
2.6 Results of the topographical and geophysical surveys carried out as part of 

the first season at the site confirmed the location of the demolished cottage, 
as well as those of other potential archaeological features (ASE 2010b) 
(Figures 3 and 4).  
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Twenty test-pits were manually excavated by pupils, teachers, parents and 

helpers from the school under the supervision of personnel from ASE. 
Excavation was to be taken down to the top of the ‘natural’ geological 
deposits, or to the top of any recognisable archaeological deposits, 
whichever was the higher. In the event, none of the test-pits were excavated 
to a depth allowing the exposure of a ‘clean’ geological surface or the top of 
any significant archaeological deposit. All spoil was sieved for the presence 
of artefacts, resulting in a high recovery rate of artefacts.  

 
3.2 All encountered archaeological deposits, features and finds were recorded 

according to accepted professional standards (WSCC, ESCC & CDC 2019) 
using Archaeology South-East recording methods. Deposit colours were 
recorded by visual inspection and not by reference to a Munsell Colour chart. 
All test-pits were surveyed and levelled to the Ordnance Datum using digital 
technology. 

 
3.3 A full digital photographic record of the work was kept and will form part of 

the site archive. The archive (including all finds) is presently held at the 
Archaeology South-East office in Portslade and will be deposited at the 
school in due course. It consists of: 

 
Test-Pit Record Sheets 20 
Section sheets 0 
Plans sheets 0 
Colour photographs 0 
B&W photos 0 
Digital photos 100+ images 
Context register 0 
Drawing register 0 
Watching brief forms 0 
Trench Record forms 0 

 
 Table 1: Quantification of site paper archive 
 
Bulk finds (quantity e.g. 1 bag, 1 box, 0.5 box 
0.5 of a box ) 

2 boxes (retained finds) 

Registered finds (number of) 0 
Flots and remains from bulk samples  0 
Palaeoenvironmental specialists sample 
samples (e.g. columns, prepared slides) 

0 

Waterlogged wood  0 
Wet sieved remains from bulk samples  

 
Table 2: Quantification of artefact and environmental samples 
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4.0 RESULTS 
 

(incorporating finds descriptions by Luke Barber; Figures 2, 3 and 4) 
 
4.1 Introduction 

 
4.1.1 Twenty test-pits (TP101 to TP120) were manually excavated in the part of the 

site formerly occupied by Stiances Cottage and the associated cottage 
garden. None was taken to the level of the underlying brownish orange clay 
‘natural’ seen in some test-pits in previous years; the only deposit disturbed 
was the friable mid-greyish brown silty clay topsoil located in that part of the 
field. 

 
4.2 Test-Pit 101 
 
4.2.1 Test-Pit 101 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 210mm (31.78mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [101/001].  

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   3 5 
GRE late 1/2g; Blue TPW 1/2g (plate); 
REFW 1/1g (purple sponged decoration) 

Glass LPM   1 1 Window. 1mm thick. C18th-early 19th 

Metal E/LPM   1 4 Iron. General purpose nail 

CBM LPM Brick 10 147 No surviving original dimensions (nsd) 

CBM LPM Peg tile 12 398 
Well formed & fired. Fine, sparse iron oxides 
or 'marl' Wealden types. x1 glazed face 

CBM LPM Hip tile 1 32 
Well formed & fired. Concave top edge with 
trace of circular peg hole 

CBM LPM Mortar 2 15 Cream fine sandy lime mortar 

Stone ?   9 34 

Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 1/9g; 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 5/18g; 
Flint gravel 3/7g 

Stone Prehist   1 1 
Worked flint White patinated snapped flake 
from ?blade core 

 
Table 3: Test-pit 101 finds 

 
4.2.2 By far the earliest find from this test-pit is the prehistoric waste flint flake that 

appears to have come from a blade core suggesting a Mesolithic or Neolithic 
date, though it appears a casual discard. The intrinsically datable finds all 
appear to be a mix of 19th- century domestic waste and demolition material. 

 
4.3 Test-Pit 102 
 
4.3.1 Test-Pit 102 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 220mm (32.06mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [102/001]. 
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Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   3 5 CREA 2/4g; YELL 1/1g 

Glass LPM   2 2 

Aqua square bottle & Bead. Dark blue. 4.6mm 
di, 2.5mm tall with c. 1mm di perforation. 
Crudely formed. Medieval or earlier? 

Metal E/LPM   1 2 Iron. General purpose nail fragment 

CBM LPM Brick 7 22 Wealden types, nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 11 216 Well formed & fired. Wealden types 

Stone ?   1 16 Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 

 
Table 4: Test-pit 102 finds 

 
4.3.2 This test-pit produced relatively few finds. The oldest consist of the glass 

bead, which could be of some age, and the CREA sherds that could be of the 
late 18th century. However, the whole assemblage could be of the 19th 
century. 

 
4.4 Test-Pit 103 
 
4.4.1 Test-Pit 103 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 290mm (32.03mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [103/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   6 37 
HFE 4/25g (incl a jug); WEAL 1/11g; TGW 
1/1g (white glaze, blue decoration) 

Pot LPM   10 19 

GRE late 2/4g; SUND 1/3g; CREA 1/1g; Brown 
TPW 1/4g (late type); REFW 3/5g; REFW 
coloured glaze 1/1g (green glaze all over); 
BONE 1/1g 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 1 Stem 1750-1900 

Metal E/LPM   3 16 Iron. General purpose nails 

Glass LPM   3 5 
Cobalt cylindrical bottle x1; colourless window 
glass x2 

CBM LPM Brick 8 1486 

Wealden types. Iron oxide &/or 'marl'. One 
paver (floor brick) eg measures ?x105x56mm 
with worn top. Re-used in floor - mortar on 
breaks 

CBM LPM Peg tile 68 1724 
All well formed & fired Wealden types. X2 have 
diamond peg holes. Fresh 

CBM LPM Mortar 57 1661 

All off-white fine sandy lime mortar render, 
some with imprints of brick joints. Probably 
internal 

Stone LPM   2 9 Welsh slate 1/6g; coal shale 1/3g 

Stone ?   3 614 

Wealden clay ironstone 1/555g; Ferruginous 
fine Hastings Beds Sast 1/47g; Flint gravel 
1/12gt 

 
Table 5: Test-pit 103 finds 

 
4.4.2 The earliest finds from this test-pit consist of a small assemblage of early 

post-medieval pottery spanning the 17th century. Larger quantities of late 18th- 
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to 19th- century domestic waste is present along with notable quantities of 
demolition material. 

 
4.5 Test-Pit 104 
 
4.5.1 Test-Pit 104 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 130mm (31.80mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [104/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LM  2 9 HFSE 2/9g (reduced). Later C15th-16th 

Pot EPM  2 4 
HFE 1/2g (reduced, some calcareous 
inclusions); GRE early 1/2g 

Pot LPM  17 77 

GRE late 2/18g; YELL 3/42g (oven dish & 
bowl); PEAR 2/2g; PEAR TR 7/7g (incl a 
plate); REFW 2/3g (incl a ?mug); BONE 1/5g 
(cup) 

Glass EPM  1 2 Wine bottle. C18th 

Glass LPM  3 20 
Colourless bottle/phial x1 (25mm di base); 
colourless 2.5mm thick window glass x2 

CBM LPM Brick 5 58 nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 17 392 Well formed & fired. Wealden. Fresh 

CBM LPM Mortar 1 1 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

Stone LPM  2 36 

Carrara marble slab fragment 1/34g (very 
weathered - from furniture such as a wash 
stand); Coal 1/2g 

Stone ?  2 5 
Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast & flint 
gravel 

 
Table 6: Test-pit 104 finds 

 
4.5.2 The earliest finds from this test-pit consist of the two small sherds of HFSE 

that are best placed in a later 15th- to 16th- century date range. There is a 
small scatter of domestic refuse from the early post-medieval period, 
probably of the 17th to early 18th centuries. Moderate quantities of 19th- 
century domestic waste are present along with notable quantities of 
demolition material (particularly roofing tile). The Carrara marble slab 
fragment is undoubtedly from a 19th- century wash stand and the coal (seen 
in many of the test-pits) is the remains of late post-medieval fuel. 

 
4.6 Test-Pit 105 
 
4.6.1 Test-Pit 105 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 310mm (31.73mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [105/001]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

10 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   29 231 

HFE 6/63g (incl x1 jug, x1 jar with collared 
rim, both reduced); GRE early 4/39g (clear or 
green glaze internally); GRE early 5/35g (x1 
vessel with black internal glaze); GRE SLIP 
6/54g (x1 disg with white slip trailed 
decoration); WEAL 1/14g (bowl with hooked 
expanded rim and green internal glaze); 
LONS 4/21g (incl a jug with rilled neck); 
TGW 3/5g (late C17th-mid 18th) 

Pot LPM   46 298 

UE 2/24g (flower pots); GRE late 10/196g 
(incl x1 large bowl with rectangular club rim); 
YELL 1/1g; ENGS 1/8g; BBAS 1/4g (teapot 
with moulded foliage handle); CREA 9/12g 
(incl a plate & mug); PEAR 6/19g (incl a blue 
shell-edged decorated plate & hand-painted 
polychrome teabowl); PEAR TR 5/16g (incl 
willow pattern plate); Black TPW 2/3g; Blue 
TPW 5/11g; REFW 2/2g; REFB 1/1g; BONE 
1/1g 

Clay Pipe EPM   2 14 Stems 1700-1750. Quite worn 

Ceramic LPM  1 3 
Marble. Hard fired pale grey. 12mm di. 
C18th-19th 

Glass EPM   3 23 
Wine bottles 2/21g; 1mm thick aqua window 
glass 1/2g 

Glass LPM   16 37 

Wine/beer bottle x1; pale aqua window glass 
x6; colourless window glass x1; colourless 
bottle x1; aqua bottle x1 

Metal EPM  3 16 

Copper alloy rivets. 14 & 15mm di top & 
bottom head and plate, set 10mm apart. Two 
with with remains of leather sheet/strap 
surviving C17th-18th? 

Metal E/LPM   12 52 Iron. General purpose nails 

Metal LPM   1 7 
Coin. George II half penny. 27mm di. Worn. 
Dated 1752 

Metal LPM   1 1 

Copper alloy button. 15mm di disc with 
slightly recess back & cu al loop intact. 
C18th-early 19th 

      

Metal LPM   3 74 
Copper alloy wire handle x1; iron boot heel 
plate & iron ?rein guide 

CBM EPM Brick 4 195 
Quite crudely formed Wealden type (iron 
oxides & 'marl' tempering). x1 52mm thick 

CBM LPM Brick 35 924 Wealden. Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 53 1625 

Well formed & fired. Wealden. X2 diamomd 
peg holes, some with off-white fine sandy 
lime mortar adhering 

CBM LPM Ridge tile 1 55 Well formed & fired. Wealden 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

11 

 

CBM LPM Mortar 13 117 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

Stone LPM   3 16 Welsh slate 1/2g; Coal 1/7g; Coal shale 1/7g 

Stone ?   9 1195 

Wealden clay ironstone 1/1121g (in mortar); 
Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 2/42g; 
Flint gravel 2/8g; Downland flint 3/22g; Fire-
cracked flint 1/2g 

Bone ?   6 22 

Incl x1 pig's tooth, x1 cattle rib. A single 1g 
worked piece consisting of a disc, 14mm di, 
1.6mm thick with central 1.7mm di 
perforation. Possible shale. Date/function? 

 
Table 7: Test-pit 105 finds 

 
4.6.2 This test-pit produced a large, quite diverse, assemblage of finds. The 

earliest finds from this test-pit consist of a reasonably large assemblage of 
somewhat worn early post-medieval pottery and clay tobacco pipe fragments, 
together with some copper alloy leather rivets. Overall this material appears 
to relate to domestic activity between the mid-17th and mid-18th centuries, 
though a few pieces of brick are also represented.  

 
4.6.3 The late post-medieval period is also well represented, demonstrating 

domestic waste was being dumped and/or lost around this area continually 
from the mid/later 18th to 19th/early 20th centuries. These include a plain 
copper alloy button, the George II half penny and the small ceramic child’s 
marble. Coal and coal shale, both used for fuel, are present as well as a 
piece of mid 19th to early 20th- century Welsh roofing slate. Quite high 
quantities of fresh demolition material are present, again, most notably fresh 
pieces of late post-medieval roofing tile (peg and ridge). 

 
4.7 Test-Pit 106 
 
4.7.1 Test-Pit 106 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 250mm (31.86mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [106/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM  13 96 

GRE late 1/39g (cream dish with rounded 
bulbous club rim); Blue TPW 1/8g (plate with 
foliage decoration); Grey TPW 3/12g (plate 
with foliage decoration); REFW 8/37g (incl 
bowl with blue sponged decoration & cup with 
purple cut sponged decoration) 

Glass LPM  5 17 Wine bottles x2; aqua medicine bottle x1 

Metal E/LPM  12 123 
Iron. General purpose & structural nails to 
103mm long 

Metal LPM  4 1166 

Iron. x1 heavy duty door/gate hinge pivot (for 
timber frame); x2 rod fragments; x1 cast iron 
sheet from the base of a range 

CBM EPM Brick 3 487 Crudely formed. Iron oxides & quartz. C17th? 
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CBM LPM Brick 19 2222 

Wealden types. Dimensions include: 
?x105x57mm, another 58mm thick & a paver 
(floor brick) of 38mm thick (worn top & bottom, 
so re-used). Most with mortar adhering, 
including on the breaks 

CBM LPM Peg tile 142 5802 

Well formed & fired. Wealden types. x9 with 
diamond peg holes, x3 glazed. Some with off-
white fine sandy lime mortar adhering 

CBM LPM Mortar 126 2828 

Off-white fine sandy lime mortar. From internal 
render on brick faces & with wooden lathe 
impressions from wood partition walls & 
ceilings. Some also clearly from bedding peg 
tiles 

Stone LPM  1 3 Coal 

Stone ?  4 1583 

Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 3/415g 
(x1 set in mortar); Tilgate stone 1/1168g (also 
set in mortar) 

 
Table 8: Test-pit 106 finds 
 

4.7.2 This test-pit produced another large and quite diverse assemblage of finds. 
Although no early post-medieval pottery was recovered three pieces of brick 
are suspected as being of 17th- century date. The remainder of the finds are 
of the late post-medieval period and appear to include domestic refuse 
dumping of the mid/later 19th century.  

 
4.7.3 High quantities of fresh demolition material are present, most notably fresh 

pieces of late post-medieval roofing tile (peg) and mortar from tile and brick 
bedding as well as internal render. The metalwork includes a heavy duty door 
hinge pivot as well as the ubiquitous scatter of general purpose hand-made 
nails (which can only be generally dated to the post-medieval period).  

 
4.8 Test-Pit 107 
 
4.8.1 Test-Pit 107 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 180mm (32.10mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [107/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   2 9 
GRE late 1/7g; REFW 1/2g (saucer with hand-
painted polychrome floral decoration) 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 5 
Stem 1800-1900 with moulded scale 
decoration on base of bowl. Fresh 

Glass EPM   1 3 Wine bottle. C18th 

Glass LPM   3 20 
Wine bottle x1; aqua bottle with cork closure 
x1; pale aqua 2mm thick window glass 

Metal E/LPM   2 11 Iron. Nail & strip fragments 

Metal LPM   1 13 
Iron penknife blade. 83mm long, 15mm wide. 
C18th-19th 
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CBM LPM Brick 9 1011 
Wealden types. One example crudely formed 
(60mm thick), others very neatly formed 

CBM LPM Peg tile 38 1023 Well formed & fired. Wealden. Fresh 

CBM LPM Mortar 9 115 
Off-white fine sandy lime mortar (internal 
renders) 

Stone LPM   3 8 Coal 

Stone ?   16 803 
Pale yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 10/706g; 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 6/97g 

 Misc LPM   1 7 
Brown-red plastic 12-bore shotgun cartridge 
case (fired) C20th 

 
Table 9: Test-pit 107 finds 

 

4.8.2 The earliest datable find from this test-pit consists of a small corroded 
fragment from a wine bottle of 18th- century date. The remaining finds consist 
of a sparse scatter of 19th- century domestic waste and moderate quantities 
of demolition material. The latest piece consists of the 20th- century 12 bore 
shotgun cartridge case. 

 
4.9 Test-Pit 108 
 
4.9.1 Test-Pit 108 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 260mm (31.68mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [108/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot HM   1 7 
HML1b Ringmer sandy ware, sparse flints 
(worn cooking pot base) 

Pot  LM   1 6 
TL1 Late Medieval Ringmer sandy ware 
(bitone, later 14th-15th century) 

Pot EPM   38 306 

HFSE 7/31g (oxidised & reduced); HFE 
9/77g (oxidised & reduced incl a jar & 
pitcher); GRE early 14/108g (incl a bowl with 
hammer-headed rim & clear glaze all over, a 
bowl with tapering club rim & internal green 
glaze and a bowl with simple rim & clear 
internal glaze); GRE SLIP 1/3g (white trailed 
slip); BORDY 1/2g; BORDG 1/4g (green 
glaze all over); VER type 2/62g (brown glaze 
all over); WEAL 2/17g (green glaze 
internally); SWSG 1/2g 

Pot LPM   18 48 

UE 1/6g (flower pot); GRE late 4/20g (incl a 
probable chamber pot); YELL 2/5g; CREA 
3/5g (x1 with brown mottled tortoise shell 
decoration); PEAR TR 2/3g (incl willow 
patterned plate); Black TPW 1/1g; Blue TPW 
2/3g (incl a plate with pale/late design); 
REFW 3/5g 

Clay Pipe EPM   2 5 Stems 1700-1750. Quite worn 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 2 Stem 1750-1900 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

14 

 

Glass LPM   4 6 
Wine bottle x1; colourless bottle/phial x1; 
colourless window glass x2 

Metal E/LPM   5 30 Iron. General purpose nails/nail frags 

 Slag EPM   1 12 Blast furnace slag. Dark olive green 

 Slag LPM   1 1 Clinker 

CBM LPM Brick 16 370 All Wealden. x1 worn paver. Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 8 130 Well formed & fired. Wealden. 

Stone LPM   4 10 Coal 3/9g; Welsh slate 1/1g 

Stone ?   27 280 

Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 10/122g; 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 11/63g; 
Flint gravel 4/91g (x2 burnt); Fire-cracked 
flint 2/4g 

Bone ?   20 88 
Good condition (post-medieval), incl cow, 
sheep ribs, some with butchery marks 

 
Table 10: Test-pit 108 finds 

 

4.9.2 This test-pit produced a large and diverse assemblage of finds. The earliest 
pottery consists of the single worn sherd of High Medieval Ringmer sandy 
ware HML 1b that can be placed between c.1225 and 1325. It is presumably 
the result of manuring cultivated land with domestic refuse at this time. This 
activity appears to have continued into the Late Medieval period judging by 
the presence of the single sherd of Late Medieval Ringmer sandy ware that is 
of a c.1350-1450 date range.  

 
4.9.3 The dumping of domestic refuse takes a notable upturn in the early post-

medieval period with a significant assemblage of pottery and clay tobacco 
pipe of the 17th to mid-18th centuries. There is also a single fresh piece of 
blast furnace slag (from smelting iron) that is of early post-medieval date, 
though such slag was frequently quarried for use as hardcore/track metalling 
from the abandoned Wealden iron works in the late post-medieval period.  

 
4.9.4 The late post-medieval period sees a continuation of domestic refuse 

dumping through the later 18th to 19th centuries. This includes the coal and 
clinker (waste from burning coal) as seen in some other test-pits. Again there 
is a scatter of late post-medieval demolition material, including another small 
piece of Welsh roofing slate. 

 
4.10 Test-Pit 109 
 
4.10.1 Test-Pit 109 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 200mm (31.83mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [109/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   1 1 REFW 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 2 Stem 1750-1900 

CBM LPM Brick 2 147 
Includes neatly made buff 55mm 
thick paver with worn top 

CBM LPM Peg tile 1 12 Well formed & fired. Wealden 
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CBM LPM Mortar 1 3 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

CBM LPM Wall tile 1 2 
Refined whiteware 5mm thick tile 
(white glazed) 

 
Table 11: Test-pit 109 finds 

 
4.10.2 This test-pit produced few finds all of which are of late post-medieval date. 

The material consists of a sparse scatter of 19th- to early 20th- century 
domestic waste and demolition material. 

 
4.11 Test-Pit 110 
 
4.11.1 Test-Pit 110 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 240mm (31.79mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [110/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   2 11 GRE early 1/9g (bowl); FREC 1/2g 

Pot LPM   35 325 

GRE late 5/231g (incl cream bowl); SUND 
3/8g (bowl); YELL 4/22g (incl oven dish); 
ENGS 3/21g; CREA 2/1g; PEAR TR 7/19g 
(incl plates with willow and wild rose 
patterns); Blue TPW 5/9g; REFW 5/6g; 
BONE 1/8g (saucer) 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 1 Stem 1750-1900. Worn 

Glass LPM   5 10 
Wine bottle x1; pale blue medicine bottle x1; 
colourless bottle x1; aqua window glass x1 

Glass LPM   1 1 
Bead. Black. 11mm di, 8mm tall with 3mm di 
perforation. Neatly formed. C18th-19th 

Metal E/LPM   3 10 Iron. General purpose nails 

CBM LPM Brick 5 31 Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 17 706 
Well formed & fired. Wealden. X1 diamond 
peg hole. Fresh 

CBM LPM Ridge tile 3 207 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

CBM LPM Mortar 11 48 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

 Slag LPM   1 1 Clinker 

Stone LPM   8 23 
Coal 4/11g; Coal shale 3/5g; Midlands Sast 
1/7g (tiny chip from whetstone) 

Stone ?   6 42 

Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 2/27g; 
Dull yellow medium Hastings Beds Sast 
1/7g; Flint gravel 3/8g 

 
Table 12: Test-pit 110 finds 

 
4.11.2 This test-pit produced a moderate-sized assemblage of finds. The earliest 

material consists of the two early post-medieval sherds that can be placed in 
the 17th century (and including a small piece of imported German Frechen 
stoneware).  

 
4.11.3 However, the remainder of the assemblage is of late post-medieval date with 

the pottery suggesting the dumping of domestic refuse from the later 18th to 
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19th centuries. This includes the single glass bead, probably from a necklace. 
Fuel in the form of coal and coal shale is again represented as is a small 
fragment from a 19th- century whetstone (for sharpening blades) in Midlands 
Sandstone. There is a scatter of 19th- century demolition material, again with 
peg tile being the most notable. 

 
4.12 Test-Pit 111 
 
4.12.1 Test-Pit 111 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 400mm (31.81mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [111/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   4 124 
GRE SLIP 2/48g (dish with white trailed slip); 
FREC 1/48g; TGW 1/28g (very worn drug jar) 

Pot LPM   49 1065 

GRE late 10/697g (incl x2 cream bowls & a 
large pitcher with all over glaze); SUND 1/4g 
(bowl with internal iron mottled white slip); 
YELL 5/22g (incl an oven dish); ENGS 5/168g 
(incl a tan top Bristol glazed spirit bottle & iron 
mottled salt glazed dwarf ink bottle); NOTS 
1/2g (rouletted decoration); CREA 4/16g; 
PEAR TR 3/7g (inclu willow pattern plates); 
Blue TPW 6/44g (incl willow pattern plates); 
Purple TPW 1/20g (bowl with floral design); 
REFW 9/78g (incl a bowl with blue sponged 
decoration & a plate with x2 rim-edge lines); 
BONE 4/7g (incl a saucer) 

Clay Pipe LPM   6 17 

Stems 1750-1900 5/15g (x1 with a heel with 
partial maker's initials ?/H); bowl fragment 1/2g 
(mid/late C19th Briar-type) 

Glass LPM   5 28 
Aqua bottle x1; wine bottles x2; colourless 
bottle x1; pale aqua window glass x1 

Glass LPM   1 1 

Button. Black. Missing loop. 11mm di, 7mm tall 
with cast concentric circle decoration. Ladies 
dress. C19th 

Metal E/LPM   10 268 

Iron. x6 general purpose & heavy duty 
structural nails to 120mm long; U-staple x1; tin 
can fragment x1; chain link x1 

CBM LPM Brick 70 11161 

Well formed & fired Wealden types. Widths 
105-110mm, thicknesses - most 60-65mm. 
Most in off-white fine sandy lime mortar. Most 
bricks neatly formed 

CBM LPM Peg tile 45 1848 

Well formed & fired. Wealden types. Fresh 
condition. x1 measures 150mm wide. x2 have 
diamond-shaped peg holes 

CBM LPM Mortar 50 552 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar (incl render) 

CBM LPM Drain 1 1543 

Collared unglazed red earthenware drain 
fragment. 92mm diameter externally, 60mm 
internally 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

17 

 

Stone LPM   3 9 Welsh slate 2/8g; Coal 1/1g 

Stone ?   4 1566 
All dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast. 
Adhering off-white mortar on largest piece 

Bone ?   2 46 Includes ?horse/cattle teeth fragments 

 
Table 13: Test-pit 111 finds 

 
4.12.2 This test-pit produced a large assemblage of finds. As with TP 110, there is a 

small early post-medieval element to the pottery, including a larger sherd of 
imported Frechen stoneware. Overall the material suggests some domestic 
waste being dumped between the mid 17th and mid 18th centuries.  

4.12.3 There is a notable increase in the dumping of domestic refuse from the later 
18th century on, probably into the early 20th century. This material includes the 
decorative black glass button from a ladies dress or other garment. The test-
pit produced a notably large assemblage of demolition material and, 
unusually, large fresh pieces of brick are even better represented than the 
roof tile. Once again a little Welsh roofing slate is present.  

 

4.13 Test-Pit 112 
 
4.13.1 Test-Pit 112 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 380mm (32.31mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [111/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   4 17 
HFSE 1/7g (reduced); HFE 1/2g; GRE early 
2/8g (mid C17th-mid 18th) 

Pot LPM   83 743 

GRE late 6/130g (incl cream bowl); YELL 
23/358g (incl jug with blue mocha decoration & 
carinated bowl with black & white annular 
slipped band decoration); ENGS 3/17g (bottles 
with iron wash & slat glaze as well as Bristol 
glazed examples); AGATE 2/1g; CREA 1/1g 
(plate); PEAR 11/55g (incl a chamber pot with 
blue sheet marbled decoration & a hand-
painted polychrome teabowl); PEAR TR 8/24g 
(most willow pattern plates but x1 grey 
transfer-printed nursery plate); Blue TPW 
3/28g (incl willow pattern and Asiatic Pheasant 
designs); Purple TPW 2/19g (bowl with 
rural/parkland scene); Black TPW 1/1g; Green 
TPW 1/1g; FLOW BLUE 1/2g; REFW 20/105g 
(incl purple sponged chamber pot, plates & 
saucers); BONE 1/1g  

Clay Pipe LPM   7 11 
Stems 1750-1900 5/9g; bowl fragments 2/2g 
(x1 plain, x1 ribbed with oak leaf seams) 

Glass LPM   13 66 

Wine/beer bottles x2; pale blue medicine bottle 
x1; aqua bottles x2; colourless bottle x1 
(external screw cap - C20th); aqua window 
glass x3 
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Glass LPM   1 2 

Button. Black. With cu al loop and thread 
surviving. 16mm di, 5mm thick. Front cast with 
cris-cross facetted pattern. Ladies dress. 
C19th 

      

Metal E/LPM   18 446 
Iron. Most are general purpose nails; x2 strip 
fragments; x1 large structural nail 220mm long 

Metal LPM   3 108 Machine-made nails x2; nut & bolt 

CBM LPM Brick 1 186 Wealden type 

CBM LPM Floor tile 1 144 27mm thick Wealden 

CBM LPM Peg tile 27 1776 
Well formed & fired. Wealden. x3 diamond-
shaped peg holes; x2 square peg holes. Fresh 

CBM LPM Mortar 2 8 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

Stone LPM   1 13 Coal 

Stone Prehist   1 3 Possibly worked. Facets removed/broken off 

Stone ?   1 2 Flint gravel 

Stone LPM   1 2 
Slate school writing pencil frag. 36mm+ long, 
5.5mm di with pointed end. C19th 

Bone ?   3 3 Incl incisor teeth 

 
Table 14: Test-pit 112 finds 

 
4.13.2 This test-pit produced another large assemblage of finds. Potentially the 

earliest consists of a single piece of worked flint though this is not certainly of 
prehistoric date (possibly being later accidental battering). As with TPs 110 
and 111, there is a small early post-medieval element to the pottery 
suggesting some domestic refuse of the later 16th to 17th centuries.  

 
4.13.3 There is a notable increase in the dumping of domestic refuse from the later 

18th century on, probably into the early 20th century (the 20th- century date 
being confirmed by the glass bottle with external screw cap). The Yellow 
ware sherds are unusually fresh and large, with most deriving from a jug and 
carinated bowl. As with TP 111, a further ladies 19th- century black glass 
button was recovered, though of a larger size. The pit also produced part of a 
school writing slate. The test-pit produced a moderately sized assemblage of 
demolition material and, fairly typically, most relates to roofing tiles.  

 
4.14 Test-Pit 113 
 
4.14.1 Test-Pit 113 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 130mm (32.89mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [113/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   1 2 REFW 1/2g 

Clay Pipe LPM   1 3 Bowl fragment 1750-1825 

Glass LPM   2 3 
Colourless bottle x1; aqua window glass 
x1 

Metal E/LPM   1 61 Iron. Structural nail 



Archaeology South-East 
Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season  

ASE Report No: 2025291 Site Code: SAP10 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
 

19 

 

CBM LPM Brick 1 41 Wealden 

CBM LPM Peg tile 3 90 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

CBM LPM Mortar 3 14 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

 Slag LPM   1 21 Clinker 

Stone LPM   1 1 Welsh slate 

Stone ?   1 2 Flint gravel 

 
Table 15: Test-pit 113 finds 
 
4.14.2 This test-pit produced a small assemblage of finds all of which appear to be 

of late post-medieval date. There are small quantities of 19th- century 
domestic waste and demolition material, including another piece of Welsh 
slate. 

 
4.15 Test-Pit 114 
 
4.15.1 Test-Pit 114 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 230mm (32.89mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [114/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LM   1 9 Painted ware (oxidised. Mid C15th-mid 16th) 

Pot EPM   5 13 
HFSE 2/5g (reduced); GRE early 1/2g; LONS 
2/6g 

Pot LPM   9 21 

GRE late 2/2g; PEAR 2/2g; Black TPW 1/3g 
(?plate with foliage design); REFW 4/14g (incl 
a mug & x2 blue rim-edge line decorated 
saucer) 

CBM LPM Brick 2 21 Wealden. Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 4 107 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

CBM LPM Ridge tile 1 108 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

Slag LPM   1 1 Clinker 

Stone Prehist?   1 2 
Hard hammer flake from small pebble. 
Probably a natural strike as pebble so small 

 
Table 16: Test-pit 114 finds 

 
4.15.2 Potentially the earliest find consists of the hard hammer struck flint flake, 

however, considering the size of the pebble involved, it is suspected this may 
be an accidental later striking. The earliest intrinsically datable find from this 
test-pit consists of the single sherd of Painted ware that is of Late Medieval 
date, probably belonging to a mid 15th- to mid 16th- century date range.  

 
4.15.3 There are also five sherds of early post-medieval pottery spanning the later 

16th to early 18th centuries demonstrating low level domestic refuse dumping 
at this time. This dumping increases slightly in the 19th century along with a 
background scatter of demolition material.  
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4.16 Test-Pit 115 
 

4.16.1 Test-Pit 115 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 
maximum depth of 210mm (33.05mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [115/001]. 

 
 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   3 14 GRE early 2/13g (incl C18th dish); SWSG 1/1g 

Pot LPM   23 62 

GRE late 2/32g; YELL 2/7g; CREA 3/2g; 
PEAR 1/2g; PEAR TR 10/9g (incl willow 
pattern plate); Blue TPW 3/7g (plate with 
foliage design); Green TPW 1/1g; REFW 1/2g 

Clay Pipe LPM   2 5 
Stems 1750-1900 (x1 spur will illegible maker's 
initials) 

Glass LPM   7 27 

Wine/beer bottle x1; light blue rectangular 
medicine bottle x1; light blue cylindrical bottle 
x1; wine glass x1 (disc foot); pale aqua window 
glass x2 

Metal E/LPM   2 18 Iron. General purpose nail fragments 

Metal LPM   1 21 

Copper alloy. Catch plate with foliate terminal 
& countersunk screw fixing hole. Chest, box or 
furniture? Mid C18th-19th 

Slag LPM   6 7 Clinker 

CBM LPM Brick 3 545 Wealden. Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 8 707 
Well formed & fired. Wealden. Bedded on off-
white fine sandy lime mortar 

CBM LPM Mortar 2 19 Off-white fine sandy lime mortar 

Stone LPM   2 2 Coal shale 

Stone ?   4 17 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 2/10g; 
Flint gravel 2/7g 

Bone ?   3 2 Animal teeth fragments 

 
Table 17: Test-pit 115 finds 

 
4.16.2 This test-pit produced a moderately sized assemblage of finds. The earliest 

material is of the early post-medieval though the few sherds present can all 
be placed in the first half of the 18th century. There is a notable increase in 
the dumping of domestic waste in the late post-medieval period, probably 
from the later 18th to 19th centuries. This includes the copper alloy catch plate 
that possibly originates from a small box/chest or piece of furniture. A light 
background scatter of late post-medieval demolition material is again present. 

 

4.17 Test-Pit 116 
 
4.17.1 Test-Pit 116 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 180mm (33.20mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [116/001]. 
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Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   13 24 

GRE late 4/13g; YELL 1/1g; CREA 1/1g; 
PEAR 2/2g (incl plate with blue shell-
edge decoration); Blue TPW 2/2g (plate 
with foliage design); REFW 3/4g 

Glass LPM   6 33 
Wine/beer bottle x1; purple-tinged 
tumbler x1; aqua window glass x2 

Metal LPM   1 51 Iron. Shoe/boot heel plate 

 Slag LPM   3 7 Clinker 

CBM LPM Brick 1 3 Nsd 

CBM LPM Peg tile 13 153 
Well formed & fired. Fresh. x1 diamond-
shaped peg hole 

Stone LPM   3 11 Coal 

Stone ?   5 21 

Dull yellow fine Hastings Beds Sast 
1/2g; Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds 
Sast 2/16g; Flint gravel 2/3g 

 
Table 18: Test-pit 116 finds 

 
4.17.2 The moderately sized finds assemblage from this test-pit is all of the late 

post-medieval period. It includes domestic refuse of 19th- century date, 
including pottery, glass, clinker and coal as well as an iron heel plate from a 
small boot or shoe. Again there is a background spread of late post-medieval 
demolition material. 

 
4.18 Test-Pit 117 
 
4.18.1 Test-Pit 117 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 150mm (32.73mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [117/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   11 47 
HFE 2/6g; GRE early 8/37 (early/mid C18th); 
LONS 1/4g (tankard) 

Pot LPM   15 47 

GRE late 1/15g; YELL 3/9g; CREA 2/4g; 
PEAR TR 3/7g (incl a willow patterned plate); 
Blue TPW 1/2g (plate with floral design)l 
REFW 4/6g (incl cup with purple diamond cut 
sponge design); BONE 1/4g 

Clay Pipe LPM   4 5 

Stems 1750-1900 3/3g (x1 with illegible 
maker's mark on broken spur); bowl fragment 
1/2g (acorn bowl with leaf moulded seam) 

Glass LPM   5 13 
Wine/beer bottles x2; light blue cylindrical 
medicine bottle x1 

Metal LPM   1 2 

Copper alloy button. Flat with slightly concave 
back. Cu al loop still present. 18mm di. C18th-
early 19th 
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Metal LPM   1 2 

Copper alloy button. 4-hole dome-backed type, 
16mm di. Beaded decoration around front. 
Late C19th-early 20th 

CBM LPM Brick 8 4287 

Well formed & fired. Wealden. x1 eg is 90% 
complete frogless brick measuring 
230x108x62mm. Another is 62mm thick while 
x1 paver is 55mm thick with a worn top 

CBM LPM Peg tile 34 2227 

Well formed & fired. Wealden. x1 with square 
peg hole, x3 with green glaze patches and 
many with adhering off-white fine sandy lime 
mortar 

CBM LPM Mortar 13 229 
Off-white fine sandy lime mortar rendering & 
brick bedding 

Slag LPM   2 6 Clinker 

Stone LPM   5 8 Coal 3/5g; Coal shale 1/2g; Welsh slate 1/1g 

Stone ?   5 153 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 4/151g; 
flint gravel 1/2g 

 
Table 19: Test-pit 117 finds 

 
4.18.2 The earliest material from this test-pit consists of a moderately sized 

assemblage of early post-medieval pottery. All can be placed between the 
mid 17th and mid 18th centuries. The dumping of domestic waste appears to 
have increased slightly during the later post-medieval period with a range of 
pottery, clay pipe, glass, clinker, coal and coal shale.  

 
4.18.3 The two copper alloy buttons may have been waste or, more probably, 

losses. All would fit within a 19th- to very early 20th- century date range. There 
is again a moderate sized assemblage of demolition material, including the 
largest piece of brick from the 2025 season and a quantity of fresh peg tile 
fragments and a tiny chip of Welsh roofing slate. 

 
4.19 Test-Pit 118 
 
4.19.1 Test-Pit 118 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 110mm (32.74mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [118/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   4 7 
GRE early 2/5g (C16th-17th); TGW 1/1g (very 
worn); SWSG 1/1g 

Pot LPM   12 50 

GRE late 1/23g (very worn cream bowl); YELL 
4/6g (incl a jug); CREA 3/2g; PEAR 2/2g; Blue 
TPW 2/6g (incl a jug) 

Clay Pipe LPM   2 2 
Mouthpiece 1850-1900 1/1g; bowl fragment 
1/1g 

Glass LPM   3 4 
Wine bottle x1; aqua bottle x1; aqua window 
glass x1 

Metal E/LPM   1 5 Iron. Nail fragment 
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CBM EPM Peg tile 2 6 Buff 'marl'-rich fabric. Chips 

CBM LPM Peg tile 6 80 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

Slag LPM   6 12 Clinker 

Stone LPM   5 3 Coal 4/2g; Coal shale 1/1g 

Stone ?   8 18 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 6/16g; 
Flint gravel 2/2g 

 
Table 20: Test-pit 118 finds 

 
4.19.2 The earliest material from this test-pit consists of a moderately sized 

assemblage of early post-medieval pottery. As with TP 117, all can be placed 
between the mid 17th and mid 18th centuries. The dumping of domestic waste 
appears to have increased slightly during the later post-medieval period with 
a range of pottery, clay pipe, glass, clinker, coal and coal shale. All would fit 
within a late 18th - to 19th- century date range. There is again a moderate 
sized assemblage of demolition material, including some tiny chips of early 
post-medieval peg tile with the more usual 19th- century material. 

 
4.20 Test-Pit 119 
 
4.20.1 Test-Pit 119 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 200mm (32.73mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [119/001]. 

 
 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot EPM   2 9 
GRE early (unglazed oxidised vessel. Mid 
C16th-17th); TGW 1/1g 

Pot LPM   20 57 

UE 1/2g (flower pot); GRE late 2/13g; JACK 
1/2g; YELL 3/15g (incl an oven dish); CREA 
5/20g; PEAR TR 2/3g (ncl mug with floral 
design); Blue TPW 1/2g (plate); BONE 2/4g 
(toy - doll's cup) 

Clay Pipe LPM   4 6 

Stems 1750-1900 2/4g (x1 C19th- eg with 
moulded decoration); bowl fragments 2/2g (x1 
from a m/l C19th- Briar pipe, the other a 
decorated bowl of unclear design with oak leaf 
moulded seams. C19th) 

Glass LPM   2 2 Wine bottle x1; colourless bottle x1 

CBM LPM Brick 7 61 Nsd 

CBM EPM Peg tile 2 4 Buff 'marl'-rich fabric. Chips 

CBM LPM Peg tile 7 102 Well formed & fired. Wealden 

Metal E/LPM   8 166 
Iron. All general purpose nails except for x1 
door hinge pivot for a wooden frame 

Metal LPM   1 89 Screw-threaded bolt with washer 

Stone LPM   14 24 
Coal 5/6g; Coal shale 8/17g; Welsh slate 1/1 
(school pencil tip) 

Stone Prehist   1 17 
Worked flint. Hard hammer waste flake. Light 
grey flint 
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Stone ?   7 33 
Ferruginous fine Hastings Beds Sast 4/25g; 
flint gravel 2/6g; Fire-cracked flint 1/2g 

 
Table 21: Test-pit 119 finds 

 

4.20.2 The earliest material from this test-pit consists of a single prehistoric waste 
flint flake, possibly of Bronze or Iron Age date. It remains an isolated find. 
There are just two sherds of early post-medieval pottery that can be placed 
between the mid/late 16th to 17th centuries as well as a few chips of probable 
17th- century peg tile.  

 
4.20.3 The dumping of domestic waste appears to have increased slightly during the 

later post-medieval period with a range of pottery, clay pipe, glass, coal and 
coal shale. All would fit within a later 18th- to 19th- century date range. The 
presence of children in the associated household is demonstrated by the 
presence of the toy doll’s cup and the tip of a Welsh slate pencil. There is a 
small-sized assemblage of demolition material, including a further piece of 
Welsh roofing slate. 

 
4.21 Test-Pit 120 
 
4.21.1 Test-Pit 120 measured 1.0m by 1.0m and was manually excavated to a 

maximum depth of 140mm (33.10mAOD). The only context encountered was 
the topsoil, context [120/001]. 

 

Category Period Form (CBM) No Weight (g) Comments 

Pot LPM   7 19 

UE 1/7g (flower pot); GRE late 1/1g; PEAR 
1/1g (saucer with hand-painted blue design); 
Blue TPW 2/4g (plate, Asiatic Pheasant 
pattern?); REFW 2/6g (matching cup & saucer 
with cut sponge purple diamond pattern) 

CBM EPM Peg tile 1 3 Buff 'marl'-rich fabric. Chip 

CBM LPM Brick 1 9 Wealden. Nsd 

Stone LPM   1 2 Coal 

 
Table 22: Test-pit 120 finds 

 
4.21.2 This test-pit produced a small finds assemblage the earliest piece of which 

appears to be a small fragment of early post-medieval roofing tile. The 
remaining finds show a low-level scatter of 19th- century domestic waste. 
Virtually no demolition waste is present. 
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5.0 DISCUSSION 
 
5.1 The sixth season of the Stiances Archaeological Project again offered an all-

too-rare opportunity for children (and their helpers) to experience 
archaeological fieldwork in their own community. Given past experiences, the 
weather proved unusually kind, with bright or hazy sunshine all week and no 
rain. In the event, the children were sent home early on the final day owing to 
a forecast of excessive heat. 

 
5.2 The recovery of flintwork continues to stretch the chronology of the site 

potentially as far back as c.10,000BC (Mithen 1999, 35). Although admittedly 
limited to a single piece this season, the flintwork assemblage over the years 
is clearly indicative of hunter-gatherer activity at Stiances, only detectable 
from analysis of artefacts recovered by the children, usually through sieving. 

 
5.3 As previously discussed in the previous site reports (ASE 2010b; 2013b; 

2017, 2020, 2023), the topographical situation of the site corresponds to a 
long-recognised pattern of Mesolithic/Early Neolithic activity in the Weald, 
comprising flint scatters that are thought to be the surviving remnants of 
hunting activity closely related to the system of river valleys in the area 
(Tebbutt 1974): the concentration of Mesolithic material at the site is located 
on high ground overlooking a stream, a situation seen at other recently 
investigated sites in the Weald (e.g. Stevens 2009). 

 
5.4 Fieldwork has shown that such scatters can be associated with buried 

archaeological features (Butler 1997), and these may also survive, as yet 
undiscovered at Stiances. It has been recognised since the 1930s that 
Mesolithic/Early Neolithic hunter-gatherers operating in the Weald were 
capable of building shelters (Clark and Rankine 1939), and work in the 
Horsham area (at Rock Common near Washington) has also shown evidence 
of hearths of this date (Harding 2000), again, a possibility at Stiances. 

 
5.5 A recent study highlighted the presence of a number of Mesolithic sites in this 

part of the Weald. Flint finds from Barcombe, Piltdown and Isfield suggest the 
presence of a network of hunting camps in the general area, and arguably 
rock shelters identified in Uckfield suggest a more permanent base for 
hunting operations using the local network of tributaries for the River Ouse 
(Jones 2015, 30-31). The site at Stiances dovetails comfortably into this 
framework, as does the recent discovery of Mesolithic flintwork on a site 
between Uckfield and Stiances (Garrett Sheehan pers. comm.). 

 
5.6 Evidence of the medieval occupation of the site championed by Tebbutt 

(1981, 115), has proved elusive in previous seasons, and the latest season 
proved no exception. The excavation of the test-pits targetted on a ‘house 
platform’ in 2013 led to the recovery of some medieval pottery, perhaps 
hinting at the date of a local structure (ASE 2013b), but little medieval 
material was recovered in 2016 (ASE 2017). However, a notable 
concentration of medieval pottery sherds was recovered in 2019, adjacent to 
the site’s sunken way (ASE 2020). This discovery goes some way in 
supporting the idea that Stiances was the site of medieval agricultural 
settlement as suggested by Tebbutt (ibid.). The earliest sherds of pottery 
found at the site so far, dating to the 12th century, were recovered during the 
2019 season. 
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5.7 Only a small percentage of the field has been examined and arguably more 
detailed and widespread excavation in the field might produce results such as 
those from Faulkners Farm, Hartfield (ibid.) or from other medieval Wealden 
sites which have been investigated. Evidence for farmsteads occupied from 
the 13th to at least the mid-14th century has come to light near Polegate 
(Stevens 2007; 2021). Apparently contemporary with the medieval activity at 
Stiances, the Polegate sites (and now perhaps Stiances) form part of a 
pattern of agricultural settlements dotted across the Weald at that time 
(Gardiner 1996). However, in-depth study of the spatial patterning of these 
settlements is hamstrung by the historical paucity of fieldwork in the Weald 
(Millum 2016, 111). 

 
5.8 During the 2025 season no test-pits were located on the house platforms, but 

a small assemblage of medieval pottery was recovered from the ‘Cottage 
Site’, giving the slightest hint (as in previous seasons) that the prominent 
location at the end of the sunken lane was the site of a building, arguably of 
some status, during the medieval period. However, this theory is far from 
proven, and more medieval pottery and other contemporary ‘domestic’ items 
will be needed before firmer conclusions can be drawn. 

 
5.9 Given the clear cartographic evidence (Turk 2009), and the results of the 

previous seasons of work at the site (ASE 2010b; 2013b, 2017, 2020. 2023), 
the presence of a large assemblage of such ‘domestic’ post-medieval 
material at the site of the cottage was expected. Again, a varied assemblage 
of artefacts was recovered offering an interesting insight into life in a rural 
cottage in the post-medieval period in the Weald, in a parish that in the 19th 
century has been described in these terms; ‘although by modern standards 
contacts with the wider world were limited, it was not isolated’ (Caffyn 1987, 
172). The material culture recovered from the site supports this viewpoint. 

 
5.10 The site of the cottage and garden again produced a variety of finds reflecting 

the occupation of buildings in that part of the field, mostly dating from the 18th 
and 19th centuries, but with a significant 16th and 17th century element in the 
pottery assemblage. Finds ranged from components of the fabric and fittings 
of the building(s) to pottery, clay pipes, glassware and domestic items such 
as a penknife blade, beads and several buttons, as well as a George II half 
penny dated 1752, and items relating to childhood including a writing slate, 
slate pencil, a marble and a fragment of a bone china doll’s cup. 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 The research aims of the Stiances Archaeological Project continue to be 

somewhat ambitious. Certainly, the question of the earliest detectable activity 
at the site was again addressed by the discovery of the Mesolithic/Early 
Neolithic flintwork.  

 
6.2 The site of the cottage and garden continued to provide a varied and 

interesting collection of domestic material relating to life in a rural Sussex 
location in the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. Given the paucity of 
comparable sites to have been subjected to such long-running archaeological 
scrutiny, the assemblage of artefacts continues to hold significance, given the 
acknowledged need for the recovery of groups of post-medieval pottery from 
Sussex for study, specifically from rural contexts (cf. Barber 2011, 193). 

 
6.3 The extensive quarry works in Broomlye Wood remain unexplained and 

undated (and to date un-surveyed) although quarrying for building stone still 
seems the most likely explanation (Turk op. cit.). Similarly, despite 
investigation, the reason(s) for the abandonment of cottage (and of the other 
buildings at the site known from cartographic sources) remains open to 
question.  

 
6.4 The impact of the project is somewhat difficult to measure empirically. The 

level of enthusiasm shown by the children (and adults) during the work in the 
field continues to be particularly pleasing for all of those involved in the 
complex organisation and realisation of the project, and there continued to be 
a ‘buzz’ about the site that is impossible to quantify in any meaningful way (cf. 
Smith & Waterton 2009, Henson 2012, Cherry 2013).  

 
6.5 The utilisation of social media was also well-received and allowed 

participation (and hence inclusion) of those who could not help at the site or 
visit on the Open Day. Visitors to the site on the Open day included members 
of both the Brighton and Wealden branches of the Council for British 
Archaeology’s Young Archaeologist Clubs. 

 
6.6 However, arguably the success of the project should perhaps again be 

measured by the large number of enquiries addressed to the author from 
children and adults alike as to when the next ‘big dig’ will be taking place. 
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Appendix 1 - Finds Summary: (count/weight in grams)  
 

Test-pit Pot: C12th 
– mid 14th 

Pot: mid C14th 
– mid 16th 

Pot: mid 
C16th – mid 

18th 

Pot: mid 
18th – 19th 

Clay 
pipe 

Brick 
(post-med) 

Tile 
(post-med) 

Mortar Glass Metal Stone Other 

TP 101 - - - 3/5g - 10/147g 13/430g 2/15g 1/1g 1/4g 9/34g Worked flint 1/1g 
TP 102 - - - 3/5g - 7/22g 11/216g - 1/1g 1/2g 1/16g - 
TP 103 - - 6/37g 10/19g 1/1g 8/1486g 68/1724g 57/1661g 3/5g 3/16g 5/623g - 
TP 104 - 2/9g 2/4g 17/77g - 5/58g 17/392g 1/1g 4/22g - 4/41g - 
TP 105 - - 29/231g 46/298g 2/14g 39/1119g 54/1680g 13/117g 19/60g 15/126g 12/1211g Bone 5/21g 
TP 106 - - - 13/96g - 22/2709g 142/5802g 126/2828g 5/17g 16/1289g 5/1586g - 
TP 107 - - - 2/9g 1/5g 9/1011g 38/1023g 9/115g 4/23g 2/11g 19/811g Plastic 1/7g 
TP 108 1/7g 1/6g 38/306g 18/48g 3/7g 16/370g 8/130g - 4/6g 5/30g 31/290g Bone 20/88g 

Slag 2/13g 
TP 109 - - - 1/1g 1/2g 2/147g 2/14g 1/3g - - - - 
TP 110 - - 2/11g 35/325g 1/1g 5/31g 20/913g 11/48g 5/10g 3/10g 14/65g Slag 1/1g 
TP 111 - - 4/124g 49/1065g 6/17g 70/11,161g 46/3391g 50/552g 5/28g 10/268g 7/1575g Bone 2/46g 
TP 112 - - 4/17g 83/743g 7/11g 1/186g 28/1920g 2/8g 13/66g 21/554g 2/15g Bone 3/3g 
TP 113 - - - 1/2g 1/3g 1/41g 3/90g 3/14g 2/3g 1/61g 2/3g Slag 1/21g 
TP 114 - 1/9g 5/13g 9/21g - 2/21g 5/215g - - - - Slag 1/1g 
TP 115 - - 3/14g 23/62g 2/5g 3/545g 8/707g 2/19g 7/27g 2/18g 6/19g Bone 3/2g 

Slag 6/7g 
TP 116 - - - 13/24g - 1/3g 13/153g - 6/33g 1/51g 8/32g Slag 3/7g 
TP 117 - - 11/47g 15/47g 4/5g 8/4287g 34/2227g 13/229g 5/13g - 10/161g Slag 2/6g 
TP 118 - - 4/7g 12/50g 2/2g - 8/86g - 3/4g 1/5g 13/21g Slag 6/12g 
TP 119 - - 2/9g 20/57g 4/6g 7/61g 9/106g - 2/2g 9/255g 21/57g Worked flint 1/17g 
TP 120 - - - 7/19g - 1/9g 1/3g - - - 1/2g - 
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Appendix 2 - Post-Medieval Pottery Fabrics 
 

Code Expansion Date range 
Early Post-medieval 

BORDG Surrey/Hants Border Ware (green glazed) c. 1550-1700 
BORDY Surrey/Hants Border Ware (clear/yellow glazed) c. 1550-1700 
CHPO Chinese porcelain c. 1675-1750+ 
FREC Frechen stoneware (German) c. 1550-1700 
GRE (early) Glazed red earthenware (early types) c. 1550-1750 
GRE SLIP Glazed red earthenware with trailed slip decoration c. 1675-1775 
HFE High-fired fine earthenware (reduced surfaces) c. 1550-1750 
HFSE High-fired sandy earthenware c. 1450-1600 
LONS London stoneware (early types) c. 1680-1750+ 
SWSG Staffordshire-type white salt-glazed stoneware c. 1720-1775 
TGW Tin-glazed ware (English) c. 1620-1750+ 
VER Verwood-type whiteware c. 1600-1750+ 
WEAL Wealden buff earthenware c. 1600-1750 

Late Post-medieval 
AGATE Agate ware c. 1740-1800 
BBAS Basaltes stoneware (unglazed) c. 1770-1900 
Blue TPW Blue transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
Black TPW Black transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
Brown TPW Brown transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
BONE Bone china (porcelain) c. 1800-1900+ 
CREA Creamware c. 1750-1825 
ENGS English stoneware c. 1750-1900+ 
FLOW BLUE Refined whiteware with flow blue transfer c. 1830-1900+ 
Green TPW Green transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
HML 1b Ringmer sandy ware with sparse flint c. 1225-1325 
JACK Black-glazed redware (Jackfield type) c. 1750-1900 
GRE (late) Glazed red earthenware (late types) c. 1750-1900+ 
Grey TPW Grey transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
NOTS Nottingham-type stoneware c. 1750-1900 
PEAR Pearlware c. 1780-1830 
PEAR TR Pearlware (transfer-printed) c. 1780-1830 
PurpleTPW Purple transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
Red TPW Red transfer-printed refined whiteware c. 1825-1900+ 
REFR Refined redware c. 1750-1900 
REFW Refined white earthenware (plain ‘china’) c. 1825-1900+ 
REFB Refined buff earthenware c. 1825-1900+ 
SUND Sunderland-type slipware c. 1800-1900 
TL 1 Late Medieval Ringmer Sandy Ware c. 1350-1475 
UE Unglazed earthenware c. 1750-1900+ 
YELL Yellow ware c. 1800-1900 
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Appendix 3 - HER Summary  
 

Site code 
SAP 10 - Sixth Season 2025 

Project code 
250043 

Planning reference 
N/A 

Site address 
Little Stiances, Sharpsbridge Lane, Newick 

District/Borough 
Lewes District 

NGR (12 figures) 
543323 120001 

Geology 
Grinstead Clay Formation 

Fieldwork type Eval      

Date of fieldwork 
13.06.2023 - 21.06.2023 

Sponsor/client 
Newick C of E Primary School 

Project manager 
Darryl Palmer/Dan Swift 

Project supervisor 
Simon Stevens  

Period summary  Mesolithic Neolithic   

  Medieval Post 
Medieval 

 

Project summary  
This report provides the results of the sixth season of archaeological 
investigation of a 3.7ha field called Little Stiances, located at 
Sharpsbridge Lane, Newick, East Sussex. This work was carried out 
in June 2025. 
 
During the 2025 season, twenty c.1m by c.1m test-pits were 
manually excavated at the ‘Cottage Site’ produced a variety of finds 
reflecting the occupation of buildings in that part of the field, mostly 
dating from the 18th and 19th centuries, but with notable pottery 
assemblages dating from the 16th and 17th centuries. Finds ranged 
from components of the fabric and fittings of the building(s) to 
pottery, clay pipes, glassware and domestic items such as a 
penknife blade, beads and several buttons, as well as a George II 
half penny dated 1752, and items relating to childhood including a 
writing slate, slate pencil, a marble and a fragment of a bone china 
doll’s cup. A small assemblage of medieval pottery was also 
recovered, hinting at the presence of an earlier structure at the site 
of the cottage. 
 
The recovery of Mesolithic/Early Neolithic flintwork from the site 
highlights the use of the general area by hunter/gatherers, and 
continued to stretch the site’s chronology back into prehistory. 
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Appendix 4 - OASIS Form  
 
OASIS ID (UID): archaeol6-539278 
Project Name: Evaluation at Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season 2025 
Activity type: Evaluation 
Sitecode(s): SAP10 
Project Identifier(s): Stiances Archaeological Project - Sixth Season 2025 
Reason for Investigation: Community research 
Organisation Responsible for work: Archaeology South-East 
Project Dates: 13-Jun-2025 - 21-Jun-2025 
HER: East Sussex HER  
HER Identifiers: [no data] 
Project Methodology: The Stiances Archaeological Project is an ongoing community 
archaeology project organised by Archaeology South-East involving pupils from Newick C of 
E Primary School. This report provides the results of the sixth season of archaeological 
investigation of a 3.7ha field called Little Stiances, located at Sharpsbridge Lane, Newick, 
East Sussex. This work was carried out in June 2025. 
Project Results: During the 2025 season, twenty c.1m by c.1m test-pits were manually 
excavated at the ‘Cottage Site’ produced a variety of finds reflecting the occupation of 
buildings in that part of the field, mostly dating from the 18th and 19th centuries, but with 
notable pottery assemblages dating from the 16th and 17th centuries. Finds ranged from 
components of the fabric and fittings of the building(s) to pottery, clay pipes, glassware and 
domestic items such as a penknife blade, beads and several buttons, as well as a George II 
half penny dated 1752, and items relating to childhood including a a writing slate, slate pencil, 
a marble and a fragment of a bone china doll’s cup. A small assemblage of medieval pottery 
was also recovered, hinting at the presence of an earlier structure at the site of the cottage. 
The recovery Mesolithic/Early Neolithic flintwork from the site also highlights the use of the 
general area by hunter/gatherers and continues to stretch the site chronology back into 
prehistory.  
Keywords:  
Subject/Period: Lithic Implement: MESOLITHIC 
FISH Archaeological Objects Thesaurus  
Subject/Period: Cooking Vessel: MEDIEVAL 
FISH Archaeological Objects Thesaurus  
Subject/Period: Vessel: POST MEDIEVAL 
FISH Archaeological Objects Thesaurus  
Subject/Period: Coin: POST MEDIEVAL 
FISH Archaeological Objects Thesaurus  
Archive:  
Physical Archive - to be deposited with Landowner; 
Reports in OASIS:  
Stevens, S., (2026). Evaluation at Stiances Archaeological Project Fifth Season 2025. 
Portslade, East Sussex: Archaeology South-East. 2025291 
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