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Introduction

Collective Worship is central to our school and reflects our core aims and vision as a Church of
England School. It permeates all aspects of school life. Worship is deeply Christian and rooted in
Christian theology, fostering a sense of community and expressing our school’s Christian vision.

We aim for our pupils to leave us with a rich experience and understanding of Christianity. It is a
time for teaching and learning about God’s Word and learning to live in God'’s world, as Jesus
Christ lived and taught, for adults and children. We aim to provide inclusive, invitational and
inspiring opportunities for adults’ and children’s spiritual development and reflections. Collective
Worship enables pupils and adults to flourish spiritually, whether through questioning our view of
ourselves, others or our place in the world or by changing how we behave, “How will I behave
differently?”

We follow the statement of entitlement and expectation of Collective Worship in Church of
England schools, ‘Inclusive Invitational Inspiring” 2024.

Inclusive: Worship is collective in that it involves meeting, exploring, questioning, and
responding to others and, for some, God. In our school, pupils and adults can expect to encounter
worship that is inclusive of, and fully accessible to all.

Invitational: Worship provides the opportunity to engage whilst allowing the freedom of those of
different faiths and those who profess no religious faith to be present and engage with integrity.

Inspiring: Worship should be formational and transformational: it should enable pupils and
adults to ask big questions about who we are and why we do what we do. It may motivate pupils
and adults into action or into thinking differently.

We welcome visitors from charities and organisations across Eastbourne and clergy from a wide
variety of churches in Eastbourne; strengthening God’s message through diverse teaching.

Aims and Objectives
Collective Worship is the gathering together of the whole school community, where we aim to:

e Explore and strengthen understanding of our school’s vision and how it underpins our
shared Christian values of compassion, courage, respect, responsibility, hope and justice.

e Learn from the teachings of Jesus and the Bible

e Provide a breathing space at the start of the busy whirl of school activity where there is a
time to celebrate and reflect.

e Provide all with an opportunity to worship God each day by setting aside time to express
praise and thanksgiving to God

e Develop an understanding of the Christian God in three persons, God the Father, God the
Son (Jesus) and God the Holy Spirit

e Create an experience which encourages spiritual development, where pupils have an
opportunity to consider theological and moral issues, and explore their own and others’
beliefs

e Celebrate God in all people (linking with British, cultural and moral values) and foster
respect for others

e Be inspiring, enjoyable and fun, enabling pupils and adults to appreciate that Christians
worship in different ways

e Be appropriate to pupils’ needs and interests, and encourage their participation and
response



e Enable pupils and adults to flourish spiritually through a shared and personal encounter
with Jesus

Provide opportunities for pupils to plan, lead and evaluate

Celebrate all that is good in the school community

Help the understanding of repentance and forgiveness

Celebrate special times in the Church of England calendar

The Daily Act of Collective Worship at our school
Worship is at the center of school’s daily life. There is a daily act of worship provided for all pupils
at the start of the school day, held as a whole school or in either groups or classes.

Collective worship is driven by our school’s vision ‘Be courageous, be strong; Do everything in
love,” (1 Corinthians, 16) and carefully planned so that learning experiences of real quality take
place. There is a cycle of themes for each term which takes into account Christian values,
practices, major festivals and events.

There are a wide variety of opportunities for pupils to lead, support and take part in worship,
including celebrating a range of educational achievements, setting up the hall, operating the
computer, singing, reading, responding, quietly contemplating and praying. For class-led
worships, the whole class will often be involved in all aspects. Pupil worship leaders are integral
to the delivery of class worship as well as supporting whole-school worship and collecting
feedback.

Worship takes place through a variety of media - song, story, drama, music, poetry, prayer, and is
regularly led by classes or groups of children.

Everyone is encouraged to attend Worship and special events, as they are an important aspect of
our school.

We have a special Collective Worship on a Wednesday led by either our local parish priest
(Reverend Paul) or a link Youth Worker. Local churches as well as other visitors are invited into
school to lead worship.

Music and ‘singing the faith’ is a central part of our worship life; children, staff and visitors join in
with communal singing as part of collective worship.

Music is played as children enter and leave, to enrich the act of worship. Children often join in
singing the faith as they enter and exit worship areas.

Class Reflection Areas

Each classroom has a reflection space, which is added to regularly as part of classroom learning
and reflection. They are a place where the children can come and ponder, ask questions, reflect
and pray. These areas are accessible and inclusive to all.

The areas have our school vision and values prominently displayed and a cross as its focal point.
Each class has age-appropriate Bibles and prayer books as well as other items e.g. candle, prayer
mat, hearts from our Vision to engage the children in thought and prayer.



The worship areas follow the same theme as collective worship to enable the children to deepen
their understanding and thoughts behind each Christian message.

Faith Council

The Faith Council meets from each class meet as a group together regularly to discuss worship in
class and school. They work hard to support worship across the school in many ways for example;
leading whole-school or class worship, writing prayers to be used in the morning, at lunch and at
the end of the day, selecting songs to be used in collective worship, developing Christian Values
leaflets and actively spotting when others demonstrate these values which underpin our school’s
vision.

Management and co-ordination of Worship.
The Lead for Collective Worship has a responsibility to co-ordinate it by:-

Leading the development and review of the Collective Worship policy

Gathering evidence of the impact of Collective Worship on the wider community

Liaison with the School Clergy and organising special events and visitors.

Compiling the annual program for Collective Worship to include main Christian festivals and
recognise the special days of other faiths.
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Monitoring and Evaluation

The impact of Collective Worship is measured through formal evaluation, by SLT and by members of the
Governing Board and the children to identify where improvement has been made, and where it is needed
to inform future development.

Parents’ right to withdraw

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship as identified in the Education Act
1944 and in subsequent legislation. Newick CE Primary School is a Church of England primary School
where Christian values and principles underpin the whole curriculum and the experience of daily worship by
the whole school community is an important part of the school. In order to preserve the distinctiveness of
this church school community, we encourage everyone to be involved in the religious education and
collective worship. Parents who have concerns about this should discuss them with the Headteacher.



Appendix 1

Collective Worship Monitoring
Sheet (adults)

Name:

Date:

What was the value in focus?

Who was leading?

Where did the worship take
place?

Who was there?

How were you greeted to
make you feel welcome?

I think the main message of
today’s collective worship
was:

What happened in worship
which helped you to
remember this message?

Different children took part in
our collective worship by:

Did you pray or reflect during
collective worship?

What did you pray or reflect
about?

How did you know that
collective worship had
ended?

How did collective worship
help you to think about your
behaviors or actions?

The thing I remember most
from today’s collective
worship is:




I think collective worship
would have been even better
if:

Appendix 2

Collective Worship Monitoring Sheet (children)
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Name:

Who was leading?
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What Christian value is in focus?
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What part of the worship did you
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like the most?
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What did you learn?
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What did you pray or reflect about?
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How might your behaviour change
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after this worship?
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What is your favourite worship
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song?
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How could worship be even better?
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